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very different circumstances, apparently not possess-
ing the means of elevating themselves to a higher
grade in society. For instance, one of the great men
near the Emperor was, prior to the revolution, ob-
liged to have recourse to the editorship of a journal,
Le Messenger du Soir, in conjunction with his friend
Monsieur Brindeau, a person employed at the Bourse.
A late Prench ambassador, whose name has so lately
been before the public in connection with the march
of affairs in Italy, filled a very humble position when
I was first made known to him; he was then only a
clerk at a small bank in the Kue Lafitte, kept by
Messrs. Orr & Goldsmith, which, with many others in
Paris, has vanished. My friend married a daughter
of a rich London distiller.

The last revolution, no doubt, brought down some
substantial houses, as it cleared away some of doubt-
ful character. Messrs. * * * & * * * retired upon that
occasion; but they have, however, again commenced
separately. The railroad to Boulogne was under
the auspices of that firm; but it has now become
a part of the Great Northern line. The Koueii
Railway also aided Messrs. ***&*** in regaining
their lost money, though many of the original sub-
scribers were unfortunately ruined; and the separa-
tion of the two partners of the firm appears to have
been attended with good results to both, judging
from the external appearance of wealth exhibited
in their magnificent hotels, their splendid equipages,
their powdered lackeys, and their luxurious style
of living.

True, the most solid and established houses do
not follow the example set by some of the moneyed
gentry. Few establishments maintain such a high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